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(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr., etc.) (Asshould appear in the official records)
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(As it should appear in the official records)
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City New Castl State CO Zip Code+4 (9 digits tota8164:-871¢
County__ Garfield Count State School Code Numb 257:
Telephone97(-665-690( Fax_970-665-6901

Web site/URL
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hool.php?sectionid=2034&linkid=n-ment-containe-1-2126¢ E-mail _Ipierce@qarfieldre2.o
Twitter Handle N/A Facebook Page N/A Google+ N/A
YouTube/URL_N/A Blog N/A Other Social Media Link N/A

I have reviewed the information in this applicatiarcluding the eligibility requirements on pagéFart |-
Eligibility Certification), and certify that it isccurate.

Date

(Principal’'s Signature)

Name of SuperintenderDr. Susan Birdse E-mail: sbirdsey@aqarfieldre2.org
(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr., Other)

District Name _Garfield RE-2 Tel. 970-665-7600
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Eligibility Certification), and certify that it isccurate.

Date
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Name of School Board
President/Chairperson Mrs. Chris Pearson
(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr., Other)

| have reviewed the information in this applicatiorcluding the eligibility requirements on pagéFart |-
Eligibility Certification), and certify that it isccurate.

Date

(School Board President’s/Chairperson’s Signature)

*Non-public Schools: If the information requested is not applicable, write N/A in the space.
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PART | — ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION

Include this page in the school’s application as pge 2.

The signatures on the first page of this applicaef@mver page) certify that each of the statembalsw
concerning the school’s eligibility and complianvegh U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil
Rights (OCR) requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

11.

NBRS 2014

The school configuration includes one or more afdgs K-12. (Schools on the same campus
with one principal, even a K-12 school, must agsyan entire school.)

The school has made its Annual Measurable Objec{i®Os) or Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) each year for the past two years and hadeen identified by the state as “persistently
dangerous” within the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, a public school must nielee state’s AMOs or AYP requirements in
the 2013-2014 school year and be certified by taie sepresentative. Any status appeals must
be resolved at least two weeks before the awargsnoay for the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum.

The school has been in existence for five full gettrat is, from at least September 2008 and
each tested grade must have been part of the sidtdbe past three years.

The nominated school has not received the NatBha Ribbon Schools award the past five
years: 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, or 2013.

The nominated school has no history of testingyirtarities, nor have charges of irregularities
been brought against the school at the time of natan. The U.S. Department of Education
reserves the right to disqualify a school’s appiaraand/or rescind a school’s award if
irregularities are later discovered and provenhaydtate.

The nominated school or district is not refusindi€@f of Civil Rights (OCR) access to
information necessary to investigate a civil rigtdsnplaint or to conduct a district-wide
compliance review.

The OCR has not issued a violation letter of figdito the school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakated one or more of the civil rights statutes.
A violation letter of findings will not be consident outstanding if OCR has accepted a
corrective action plan from the district to remekg violation.

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgsdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated anmore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadsi with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in
guestion; or if there are such findings, the statdistrict has corrected, or agreed to correet, th
findings.
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PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

All data are the most recent year available.

DISTRICT (Question 1 is not applicable to non-public schpols

1.

Number of schools in the district
(per district designation):

_ 6 Elementsakiools (includes K-8)
_ 2 Middle/Junior higtheols

2 High schools
0 K-12 schools

10 TOTAL

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

2.

3.

4.

[ 1 Urban or large central city
[ 1 Suburban with characteristics typical of anamtarea
[] Suburban

[X] Small city or town in a rural area

Category that best describes the area whersctio®l is located:

2 Number of years the principal has been irhiegosition at this school.

Grade # of # of Females| Grade Total
Males

PreK 17 12 29
K 31 19 50
1 30 25 55
2 20 28 48
3 28 26 54
4 31 18 49
5 0 0 0
6 0 0 0
7 0 0 0
8 0 0 0
9 0 0 0
10 0 0 0
11 0 0 0
12 0 0 0

Total

Students 157 128 285

Number of students as of October 1 enrollecah grade level or its equivalent in applying s¢hoo

Page 3 of 24



5. Racial/ethnic composition of

the school:

1 % Asian

2 % American Indarilaska Native

1 % Black or African American

@ % Hispanic or Latino

0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

49 % White
3 % Two or more races
100 % Total

(Only these seven standard categories should lgetaseport the racial/ethnic composition of yocingol. The Final Guidance on
Maintaining, Collecting, and Reporting Racial arttiric Data to the U.S. Department of Education ishleld in the October 19,
2007Federal Register provides definitions for each of the seven catiegoy

6. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during tl82 - 2013 year: 23%

This rate should be calculated using the grid beldWe answer to (6) is the mobility rate.

Steps For Determining Mobility Rate

Answer

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2012 until the
end of the school year

36

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2012 unt
the end of the 2012-2013 school year

I 29

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum @
rows (1) and (2)]

—h

65

(4) Total number of students in the schoo
of October 1

as g5

(5) Total transferred students in row (3)
divided by total students in row (4)

0.228

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100

23

7. English Language Learners (ELL) in the school23 %
57 Total number ELL
Number of non-English languages represented:. 1
Specify non-English languages: Spanish

8. Students eligible for free/reduced-priced meals:44 %

Total number students who qualify: 123

If this method is not an accurate estimate of #nregntage of students from low-income families, or
the school does not participate in the free andaed-priced school meals program, supply an aceurat
estimate and explain how the school calculateddstisnate.

NBRS 2014
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9. Students receiving special education services: 11 %

31 Total number of students served

Indicate below the number of students with disaegiaccording to conditions designated in the

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do thadd additional categories.

3 Autism 0 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 7 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 2 Specific Learning Disability

0 Emotional Disturbance 16 Speech or Language inmpat

0 Hearing Impairment 0 Traumatic Brain Injury

0 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment InchgiBlindness
2 Multiple Disabilities 1 Developmentally Delaie

10. Use Full-Time Equivalents (FTEs), rounded tarast whole numeral, to indicate the number of

personnel in each of the categories below:

Number of Staff

Administrators 1

Classroom teachers 15

Resource teachers/specialists
e.g., reading, math, science, special
education, enrichment, technology,
art, music, physical education, etc.

Paraprofessionals 15

Student support personnel

e.g., guidance counselors, behavior
interventionists, mental/physical
health service providers,
psychologists, family engagement
liaisons, career/college attainment
coaches, etc.

11. Average student-classroom teacher ratio, thalhésntimber of students in the
school divided by the FTE of classroom teachegs, 22:1 19:1
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12. Show daily student attendance rates. Only sifflools need to supply yearly graduation rates.

Required Information 2012-2013| 2011-2012 2010-2011 2009- 2008-
2010 2009

Daily student attendance 93% 94% 94% 89% 95%

High school graduation rate 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

13.For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools)
Show percentages to indicate the post-secondanssthstudents who graduated in Spring 2013

Post-Secondary Status

Graduating class size 0
Enrolled in a 4-year college or university 0%
Enrolled in a community college 0%
Enrolled in career/technical training program D%
Found employment 0%
Joined the military or other public service 0%
Other 0%

14. Indicate whether your school has previouslgiteml a National Blue Ribbon Schools award.
Yes No X

If yes, select the year in which your school reedithe award.
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PART Il - SUMMARY

Elk Creek Elementary is located in New Castle, @ualo, which serves as the gateway to the Western
Colorado Rocky Mountains and is located along thl@do River. We are located only an hour away
from two world-renowned ski resorts, Aspen and Vaild our area provides year round opportunities to
appreciate the beauty of Colorado. We serve a aomtynof 285 students from Preschool through fourth
grade. Our student enrollment is a reflectionwf@mmunity population, with our student countrigei
48% White and 45% Hispanic along with 47% of oudshts receiving free/reduced meals.

Our school opened as a Preschool-4th grade elemesttaool in the fall of 2008 when our neighboring
school became overpopulated. Many of our stafkegditogether previously at the former school anmdeca
willingly to Elk Creek Elementary. Through the yehere at Elk Creek our experienced staff has work
diligently every day to bring our vision to lifegth “we will create a positive learning communityat
inspires all students and staff to become lifelagners who will reach their highest potential.”

Elk Creek Elementary has set a tradition as beisgchaol of high achievement for all students. \&echa
network of Solutions Teams that focus on the aoé&mmily/Homework, Community, Response to
Intervention (Rtl), Positive Culture, Attendancedd&nglish Language Learners, all led by teacraatdes.
Each of these teams set quarterly goals to worlatdsv Some goals focus on school wide needs while
others focus on specific subgroups of studentsnately focusing on our “hotlist” students. Eaelhm
meets monthly to review progress towards theirgaabl we also all meet together as one group &iritie
of each quarter to share our results and any nedg gloat have been set. This tight network alltves
whole team to stay informed and enables us to stippoh other while helping all students to be sssful.

We have many traditions at Elk Creek Elementamg&alily provide students and families with books to
create a love of reading. Books are given to famit the beginning of each year at Fall Homet¥&nd
approximately 1,000 books are awarded to studanmsighout each year as positive incentives for yeek
student successes.

Elk Creek Elementary exhibits a variety of stresgthVe have a culture of high expectations for our
students and staff. Both our leadership team &E$i@om teachers advocate maximizing our timeimvith
our schedule to provide opportunities to learn edtime on task of our students. We continuouayk

to improve our home to school relations and welcparent feedback through an online parent surveys.
We have multiple parent, community, and high sclvotlinteers present in our classrooms each day,
strengthening our support system for our studelRtsnilies who struggle with homework, can be suggabr
by staff and parent volunteers who run our dailpnbwork support system called Homework Café. With
frequent monitoring and feedback provided aroumstrirction, our teachers work each day to beconterbet
at their practice. Systems are in place that altachers to observe and give feedback to eaeh ath
well, which is successful because of the trustrasgect that they have in each other as a team.

In the short amount of time that Elk Creek Elemgnlteas been in existence many great accomplishments
have materialized due to the hard work of our sttajestrong partnership with our families, and dation

of our staff. We work hard “to encourage, nurtued challenge every student, every day,” justuas o
district vision statement sites. Students witmgigant gaps are supported and embraced by théevealf

as it takes a village to raise a child. In 2012weee honored to be a recipient of the ColoradogBuom’s
Distinguished Improvement Award, recognizing odorsé to be a school of high achievement and high
growth. We continue to work hard each day to tasnese high expectations. We take an intendedbo
our yearly data and put into place our plan to eslslthe needs of our students so that we can gerttn
close the achievement gaps and see the growthaff@lir students. It is this collaborative wohat shows
that Elk Creek Elementary is worthy of National 8Ribbon status.
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PART IV — INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS

1. Assessment Results:

A. The Transitional Colorado Assessment Progra@A[) provides a standardized measure of
performance in reading, writing, and math for durd and fourth grade students.

Over the last five years we have not only increasedverall achievement scores in all areas, l@uhave
seen tremendous growth in achievement in our sotgpgras well. In 2009 our overall reading achiestem
was at 66% proficient or advanced (P/A). In 20E3have increased that to 87% P/A. Within thoseesam
five years our Hispanic students have seen anaseref achievement from 34% to 71% P/A, Free and
Reduced Lunch students have increased from 41%%F/A, and our English Language Learners have
increased from 29% to 64% P/A.

In the area of mathematics we have seen an increase overall performance from 60% in 2009 up to
87% P/A in 2013. Once again within those five geare have worked hard to close the gaps with our
subgroups and have increased our Hispanic studanatficiency from 34% to 87% P/A, Free and Reduced
Lunch students have increased from 36% to 87% &d,our English Language Learners have increased
from 26% to 91% P/A.

These overall scores and the scores of our subgtoane risen and stayed above the Colorado statages
and it is our goal to stay above the state avesagecontinue to maintain our overall percent preficand
advanced above 80% and to get all subgroups t@tbfciency level as well.

B. When we look for trends within our five yeafsdata we see that our achievement scores havedoean
steady increase in both reading and math in batloeerall achievement scores as well as our achieng
scores within our subgroups. We attribute the ghoaeross grade levels and within our subgroups to a
number of factors, a system that runs as a netefadams focused on our district’s vision to “enage,
nurture, and challenge every student, every day.”

When our school opened five years ago a lot oksysthad to be put in place, just as they wouldinreew
school. Through the years we have worked on mgldbnsistency across grade levels and holding/ever
teacher and student to high standards. We cotiyiaak for ways to improve our instruction andrteeet
the needs of each of our students.

Each year through the development of our Unifiegriosrement plan, we dig deeper to focus in on what
needs to be addressed by our school goals, whetieas broad as instructional strategies aclbgsaale
levels in all subject areas or as narrow as a pascbgroup within a certain subject area.

During these last five years there has been antihc&s to be some big transitions with the adoptibnew
standards and the implementation of different stagessments. Throughout this time, we have uged o
grade level planning times and collaboration dafgssional development opportunities to make sae t
our lessons are aligned to the standards to makensuare teaching the right stuff and assessinigst
learning along the way.

Using data from teacher developed formative assassnAcuity benchmark assessments, Scholastic
Reading Inventory, and DIBELS, we continually lcatkthe level of each student and plan our instouacti
around the needs of our students.

Throughout the year we take time to celebrate stisiéccesses. Making sure each student feels Isweie
of success helps to build their confidence, makenttove learning, and challenges them to contiaue
learn and grow.

In the most recent year’s data, we do have a fegraups that have an achievement gap of 10 or more
percentage points. In the area of reading, themgog include our Special Education students, aspéadic
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students, and our ELL students. Within the areaath, it is only our Special Education studeng trave
an achievement gap of 10 or more percentage points.

To help close these gaps, we have taken a clokeataeach of the students within these subgroupgeas
developed our Unified Improvement Plan. Schoolvgdals have been set to not only support the staden
within these subgroups in the grade levels thétgiaate in state assessments, but support therstsid
within these subgroups starting in kindergartere blieve this early intervention model will suppiiese
students throughout the grade levels and that Welase the gap.

When we look at the students within these subgroupsee that it really is the same students tieapart
of each of these groups. The goals that we havwbefore address the needs of each of the supgro
Specifically this year we have set goals and predigrofessional development to support these giks.
have utilized our para professional support diffidseto support classrooms and provide additional
interventions. We feel the changes we have matlié&p continue to close the achievement gaps.

2. Using Assessment Results:

Each August the staff of EIk Creek Elementary resgi¢he results of the Transitional Colorado Assesgm
Program (TCAP). We work collaboratively to probéoithe results to help determine what our nexisste
should be. Together we develop a plan of actianhiticludes a “global” plan for our school as vadlfor
“‘individual” students. The global plan becomesaa pf our UIP, and the individual student placrsated
with the input of the students’ guardians, curteatcher, past teachers, special education cooodjnat
literacy coach, counselor, academic coach andipahcTo ensure that students will be successtulige
additional data from DIBELS, Acuity and a variefyctassroom assessments to drive our plan/instncti

In addition to the school’s performance on the TCAP use quarterly assessments to measure student
academic growth in all content areas. By usingtipleldata points through Acuity, SRI, and DIBELS
assessments each quarter, the results enablert®acdkesupport staff to determine where a studesds
additional support and gives us a comprehensiweg wfestudent academic growth as the year progresses
This data, in turn, assists teachers in creatiognaprehensive intervention plan to support strunggli
students. Throughout the school year, we also wseiety of classroom assessments to drive instnuct
and identify struggling students. In each gradellgare and post tests are created in all contesatsato help
drive teacher’s instruction, determine academiewjndn each learning unit as well as measure ioidigi
student growth. At the end of a unit of study, téag teams reconvene to discuss any changes tedttoe
be made in the instructional groupings based atesifiuperformance. We also use this data to suppott
student’s individual academic needs. To suppodestts who are struggling in math, we provide adddl
instruction through a math intervention block tteeeh and review difficult concepts. We also prewvidath
enrichment during this block for students who avestruggling with content, but need support tachea
higher achievement in mathematics. To address stsigdho are in need of additional support in regdin
we have a school-wide Eagle Block that is designegpecifically target gaps in reading as well msoh
and extend student’s literacy development.

It is imperative that assessment results are conuatad with the parents of our students. We use ou
monthly school newsletter to announce TCAP resuitsshow how our grade levels are doing on qugrterl
benchmark testing. Parents are given an SRI suynreport for their child after each round of tegtin

Also, a DIBELS summary report showing reading pesgrand growth is sent home three times a year. We
meet with all parents for fall conferences, goingrandividual student achievement and gains.hén t

winter, teachers schedule conferences for all stisda the Rtl process, and for any students whdaftow
grade level in one or more areas, as well as tmtesits with behavior concerns. Teachers are eagedrto
keep in contact with parents even more frequentlgrail and through phone calls.

3. Sharing Lessons Learned:

Collaboration across the district has been a foummia element of ensuring success for students and
promoting consistency across schools. As a schaphave active representatives involved in sharing
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successful strategies, gained through experiemmbpractice. Using research-based strategies, e ha
ensured high achievement in alignment with statedastrict standards. All teachers at Elk Creeduase
leadership roles in solutions teams, sharing lesggth other schools, and developing instructional
guidelines.

One way we share successful strategy use and ireptetion is through our monthly school-wide
collaboration days. We spend our mornings workoggther as a school, reviewing data to drive our
instruction and presenting successful strategies&another. Our Solutions Committees have idedtif
high need and target students, and continually tootheir growth. For example, our ELL committee
supports these learners by supporting teacherssivdtegies and resources to implement in our own
classrooms. Commonly our afternoons are broadengdhtle level or subject specific teams with other
members from across the district. With implementabf new state standards and units, the collalverat
efforts have proven to be invaluable. Content é#aahers and grade level teams have been proactive
developing instructional guidelines and practiaggther.

Teachers from our school have participated in bollative efforts between other schools from outridis
Our practices in terms of: Professional Learningn@wnity team planning, blind scoring, Teachers
Supporting Teachers during Response to Intervemtiooess, peer observations, have set a precedeut i
district for high quality commitment to collaborati. On many occasions, teachers from across threctis
have observed our staff in action in order gaioueses, insight, and strategies to support leariieachers
walk away with instructional tools to lead in implentation of differentiation, PLCs, and strategg urs
their own buildings and classrooms.

Contributions that ElIk Creek Elementary staff henade on the state level include representatioCRE
unit development, common assessment planning caeenjtCDE panel discussions, writing unit buildout
contributors (and following related district-ley@iofessional development). Our instructional coadieeve
taken leadership initiative to share examples dfinstruction from our building, thus leading tarther
implementation of units and assessments at theatlistvel. The Garfield Re-2 SB191 task force has
prepared teachers in our district to be successiuér the new teacher evaluation guidelines.
Representatives from our school include administand teacher staff, making our school’'s paréitgn

on the committee unique and valuable.

4. Engaging Families and Community:

Engaging families and communities is imperativesnse we are a key venue that draws our rural
community together. One way is to draw parentsamimunity members into school by creating fun and
engaging family events like Men’s Morning, Moms avidffins, ice cream social, Raising Reader Night, a
talent show, and a school carnival. We keep parefaamed of events through monthly newslettersagh
and website postings, bilingual all call messagbilingual quarterly data brochures, school marquee
announcements, weekly classroom newsletters, agitiygophone calls home.

We personally invite our struggling students’ faeslto every event and include community members as
judges of writing and science fair contests or @néars of awards. Community members, parents, ighd h
school students volunteer to support our readingnam and at special events throughout the yeasdh
special events include a high school science detratizsy assembly, Bring a Veteran to School, Career
Day, Denver Zoo and Denver Museum visits, and thpefs Dance Company performance. Through a
grant, we hosted a community Summer Reading Pradel#icrtCreek Elementary also serves as a meeting
place for community sports, boy scouts, Girls anfRun program, the Extended School Year prograch, an
partners with universities to provide a place fodowing and student teaching.

Additional community connections are created thtohgsiness partnerships and The Parent Teacher
Accountability Committee (PTAC). ECE currently HEsbusiness partnerships that donate a variety of
gifts, materials, or items to support our programseturn we advertise their business in a vardtyays.
We also invite parents, business owners and busssdied in with Junior Achievement to come in and
share how education was paramount to their suacéissir careers. The PTAC meets monthly with paren
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and staff members to discuss school needs, plaityffooused events, and raise money to support our
science, technology, library, character educatr@giam, state testing snacks, recycling, and geads
needs.

Last, we believe it takes the collaboration of figrrechool, and surrounding community to suppoet th
whole child to help them reach their highest pagnthrough a full-time counselor we implementoaial
emotional learning and anti-bullying/conflict restabn program. Local agencies provide dictionariesd
bags to needy families, cold weather clothes ahddsupplies to our school. Vouchers for glassek a
dental work, tooth screenings, aid for counselingdical, and recreational support for families éed are
also provided.
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PART V — CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

1. Curriculum:

Elk Creek Elementary has implemented the Colorac@md&mic Standards based on the Common Core State
Standards. The 21st Century Skills, included inGotrado Standards, provide a framework for apglyi

and transferring knowledge and skills among alttenhareas: reading, writing and communicating;
mathematics; personal finance; social studiesnseiecomprehensive health and physical educatiasjan

and technology.

Elk Creek Elementary’s mission is to create a pasiearning community that inspires students daf
become lifelong learners who will reach their higihgotential. Our teachers take pride in creadimg
environment that uses effective instruction aneéaeshed-based strategies to ensure high yield engag
that supports all students. Data driven instrucisoa high priority at Elk Creek Elementary. Weenff
intervention programs for students needing extppstt as well as enrichment to individuals thatiews
above the grade level standards or curriculum. i@agrated content approach provides ample
opportunities for hands-on, inquiry-based learrimg builds on sequential skills and promotes ssxfer
all students.

Student leaders uphold a positive environment tjinouany programs such as Safe School Ambassadors,
Student Council, The 7 Pillars of building charactad class council. For example, students amngi
opportunities to be role models to younger studdgmtsugh our Safe School Ambassador program. @ur 3
and 4th grade students also work as peer tutaggport younger students in reading, writing, tedbgy,

and math skills.

Our students are taught concepts and skills tleatigorous with depth and complexity. Teachers
collaborate with coaches, specialists, and thegreto provide the best experience for studemntiteg
Reading and writing are aligned with quality liten® with daily opportunities to explore differegegnres
and styles. Goal setting, teacher discussionscaltaboration with peers are evident in all sutgec
Literacy is promoted in all content areas includingthematics, science, social studies, technologdy a
performing arts.

Beginning in Kindergarten, students showcase thaining through technology. Students are expased t
keyboarding skills in all grade levels. For exaepyounger students learn keyboarding skills using
Keyboarding Zoo off of ABCYA and Dance Mat Typinthird and Fourth grade use Typing Web to
support keyboarding skills as they publish projeceated in Keynote and PowerPoint.

As early as Pre-School, students begin learninguhgamentals of reading, writing, and math through
interactive play. Our Kindergarten students usedea Bergen’s “Teaching Writing in Kindergartenath
builds on phonemic awareness and phonics to learwiiting process. First grade students integeate
based writing within science to create real lifed &dands on experiences to understand the lifecycl
Second grade students research inventors andrtheirations that align with the writing processnasl as
use text features and technology to enhance thairgrojects.

Third grade integrates math, economics, and writtngreate an invention that is sold to other sttsle
during their “Kids’ Town” experience. Technologyimplemented by fourth graders to illustrate peaso
biographies and timelines in their study of Colar&tistory. Students also dress up as Colorado Cteaga
and present through the lens of the charactematthttheir life experiences and accomplishments.

Students receive weekly instruction in physicaladion, music, art, technology, and library. These
teachers collaborate with all staff to teach lesgbat promote understanding of their conceptss&iiid.
Songs, dance, stories, and celebrations give studesight into communities and cultures that amglar
and different from their own. Additionally, 3rd adth grade students have the opportunity to recaine
on one and small group vocal training and choir.
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Elk Creek Elementary uses the Colorado Academiedatas to provide a framework for applying and
transferring knowledge and skills among all conteeas: reading, writing and communicating;
mathematics; personal finance; social studiesnseiecomprehensive health and physical educatiasjan
and technology to support college and career readin

2. Reading/English:

Elk Creek Elementary uses Success For All, a congorgve program designed to engage the whole school
in meeting the needs of all children by levelingdgnts into small classes. Teacher instructiowiis b

around the cooperative learning framework that gagatudents in discussions. Small group and peer
conversations use higher order thinking skillsxoet students in their thinking and reasoning. @um
language is used across all grade levels as stidenelop the skills needed to be successful rea8kills
development and application are reinforced thrquagitive peer interactions and student feedbackgiwh
result in rapid advancement in reading. Interack®ssons are fully aligned to Common Core State
Standards.

Our approach is based on best practices. Eachaieasés the cycle of effective instruction that bagizes
vocabulary presentation, modeling through readdilpaer partner reading, and answering daily text
guestions such as cause and effect, drawing cooijsequencing, problem/solutions and compare and
contrast.

At Elk Creek Elementary, our reading program igabd into three tiers. Kindergarten uses a themati
approach to learning that addresses all key der@apal domains. Our kindergarten instruction budds
oral language, phonemic awareness, and phonicsségond tier provides interactive instruction that
emphasizes phonics, fluency, and comprehensiorosiggpby decodable stories. The second tier alfows
a smooth transition into our third tier, which aanston a variety of literature and informationaitt&ach
teacher knows the beginning and end expectatiora] students can reach their highest potentiale four
core comprehension strategies our teachers focaseociarifying, questioning, predicting, and
summarizing.

This design allows students at each grade levie¢ imstructed at their instructional level, whettés
below, at, or above grade level. Those studergding extra support have their needs met in owdaeh
wide intervention block. Some of the areas of foduring intervention block include; word recogpritj
fluency, and comprehension.

3. Mathematics:

Our mathematics curriculum is based on the Colorscimlemic Standard Units. The units vary based on
the Colorado Academic Standards in each grade. |leviiird grade, we have seven units for the yEhe

units are Multiplication and Division, OperationsdsAlgebraic Thinking, Number and Operations in@as
Ten, Measurement, Fractions, Data Collection argrésentation, Geometry, and Time, Volume and Mass.

Everyday Math is the resource used for Kindergattteough fourth grade. This resource is reseaaded

and field-tested to focuses on developing childsemiderstandings and skills in ways that proddedding

mathematical thinking. During math instruction,deers emphasize: use of concrete/real-life examples
repeated exposures to mathematical concepts ahdrekjuent practice of basic computation skilfslaise
of multiple methods, and problem-solving strategefoster true proficiency and accommodate difiere

learning styles.

Our math curriculum includes reading and writingng with higher order thinking skills. The vocadmy
and content are presented in a narrative form girdey generalizations, symbols and algorithmsid&tts
collaborate and justify their reasoning throughatetand conversations with peers. Writing is lsib
through explaining answers, processes, and sotution
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At EIk Creek Elementary, daily math instructioraisombination of whole group instruction, smallggo
instruction, and individual interventions basedtom skills students need. Concrete modeling andshan
manipulatives serve as an effective pathway to rstaleding of abstract and complex concepts. Stadent
develop problem-solving and teamwork skills by wingkin small groups. Students communicate their
understanding of mathematics through written respsn Students who need extra support receive
additional instruction through our grade level matiervention times. This time allows teacherfoimus in
on specific skills and content that will supporithstudents to reach grade level proficiency.

Common pre-tests and post-tests are used withieachThis allows students that show proficienoy t
opportunity for extension through independent mtgjesuch as Envision. Mathematically gifted stislen
are challenged through higher-level thinking andiculum acceleration. Teachers, resource staff, a
parents support ability grouping for all students.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

A. Our school vision is brought to life in musiass, and all the specials classes, everyday. dvsigiart
of the culture at Elk Creek Elementary; the whalea®l gets excited for grade level musicals, tharch
sings at school events, and classes love to simpda teachers or principal as a reward for azepkonally
successful music class. Students acquire bagdis skeded to be successful in music for life, wkett a
professional or recreational level. Students léanw to sing and match pitch, read music, understand
rhythm and keep a steady beat, and most of dbvemusic.

Additionally, music is a chance for students talfsuccess outside the core academic realm. W10
participation in music class, all students are @gpeing performing arts through successful gradell
musicals/music programs. The students take pnidesir weeks of hard work as they perform on stage
their parents and peers. Music class is a corttomuaf our vision by creating a positive learning
community where students learn to explore theicesi instruments, movement, and dance in an
environment that is safe and accepting to all.d&tts constantly sing by themselves in front oirttlass,
starting in the first month of kindergarten. Thisised as an assessment of matching pitch assvall
chance for self-reflection and peer feedback.

Through conversations about audience etiquetteespect for others, students readily sing in fidriheir
peers, with nothing but support and encouragenment the rest of the class.

Opportunities for creativity and expression in neugdass allow children to thrive and shine in wthet are
not always seen in a core class. Composing antir@yesre huge components of music class and gst kid
thinking at a higher level from kindergarteners imgkup songs and rhythms to fourth graders compgasin
written piece for recorder. Our students are heloigh standards in music and appreciate whenribeyto
that exceptional level. Music class is fun becdus®ving you are creating quality music is rewagdin

To extend learning of music and pushing studenksaim singing and performing at a higher leved, &nd
4th graders are able to participate in a choir aitbool once a week. This past year, eight ofdpenusic
students were offered an audition for three spotie Colorado All State Elementary Choir in Cotlva
Springs. Our vision is evident in every area afsehool, including music class.

B. Our preschool program serves students ages thiféve years old who are identified for early
intervention and on an Individualized EducatiomPldentified at risk and qualify for the Colorado
Preschool Program (CPP); and identified as tymgleakloping.

The core curriculum includes Social-Emotional, Rtgls Language, Cognitive, Literacy, Mathematics,
Science and Technology, Social Studies, and The Areaching Strategies GOLD is used as an assessme
tool and is aligned with the state standards amdheon core. ECE also has the GOLD assessment tool
connection with the Kindergarten program whichtrdiswide, began using GOLD at the beginning & th
2013/14 school year.
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Literacy is also reinforced through patrticipatioithithe Raising A Reader (RAR) program. A progtat
provides weekly book bags that include 4 booksnglish, Spanish, or Both. Our data has shown theer
years that the combined patrticipation in RAR and&EQreschool program has assisted in giving our
student’s a ‘jump start’ on reading. DIBELS-Nexta from the Fall 2012 Kindergarten class showat th
86% of the ECE Preschool and RAR participants scater above grade level in comparison with non-
participants who showed 44% scored at or abovesgeact!.

Overall, the ECE preschool team collaborates vhighupper grade levels, K-4th, service providerd, an
additional school staff. The Early Childhood Spést for the preschool program also participate®or
Solutions Teams to collaborate and work with tHest as a whole to incorporate the preschool stisden
into school wide events.

5. Instructional Methods:

Elk Creek’s instructional philosophy, with regatdameeting the diverse needs of our students, é&scas
using research-based methods across all curriatdas in order to best instruct, remediate, anehelxt
knowledge to ensure optimal learning for all crelalrFormal and informal data (state, district, elads
assessments, pre-assessments, teacher obsergaitigtips) is the driving force for determiningilga
instruction and interventions. Response to Intergear(Rtl) is our schoolwide tool to evaluate andmtor
students on an individual level academically, bétrally, and emotionally. As a result, teams catledie to
use data in order to group students accordinglytaigvelop learning plans and lesson plans to theét
appropriate needs. An example of this includes Isgnalip interventions, both within and outside the
classroom. Quarterly, we regroup across gradddewaneet the academic needs in the areas ofngadi
(SFA), writing, and mathematics. These fluid-honmames groups meet on a daily basis in order to
remediate, deepen, or enrich learning.

Within our school, all teachers implement a widdetst of strategies to engage students in the iegrn
within all lessons on a daily basis. Each classrbamaccess to a presentation system, documentaame
laptops, ipads, ipods, and various engaging agpitaito support learning across all curriculamlmare
Cooperative learning activities also ensure higlelkeof achievement and involvement for all studeand
are included in lessons throughout the day. Ieotd meet the needs of our ELL and SPED populstion
vocabulary and many concepts are scaffolded thretrgkegies such as gestures, pictures, graphic
organizers, realia, and a variety of other techeéqitigher-level questioning and discussions, based
Bloom's Taxonomy, are also implemented throughbeatday to ensure advanced levels of learning. EIk
Creek teachers are continually striving to meetuthigue needs of our students through improved
instructional methods and data analysis.

6. Professional Development:

Elk Creek Elementary is a professional learning mamity (PLC) that operates as part of our distnide
PLC. Our district works hard to be a school distaied not a district of schools and to do this weeh
district wide professional development to instit@mmon language across the district. With thiadpe
said, each school is unique and has it's own nkaslsd on the needs of their students. To ensairgvth
meet the needs of individual schools, each scheieltheir own goals in their Unified Improvemenrar®|
(UIP) and this drives the school level professiatelelopment at Elk Creek.

The district-wide PD that has been provided withia last two years has helped us transition intking

with the Colorado Common Core Standards (CCCS)tamdurriculum units that our district has adopted.
With the work of Lynn Erickson’s Concept-Based @utum and Instruction for the Thinking Classroom,
we have worked to build teachers’ understandingarking with the new curriculum units and the CCCS.
We have also worked this year with building an ustésding of how common assessments will be created
and implemented district wide to help drive outiinstion. To keep up to date with technology, teas

and principals are invited and encourage to takeipaur district-wide Digital Educators PD thabpides
ideas and resources to implement technology irg thstruction.
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At the building level we set goals as we developWi® and these goals drive the need for the sdewel
PD. In the past few years we have focused on oting instruction and closing the gaps with ourgksh
Language Learners (ELL). To build consistency inwriting instruction we have adopted a new reseurc
that has built a common vocabulary in our instuttcross the grades. Each teacher attendedtydni
be provided with the PD they needed to successiulbyement this new resource into their writing
instruction. To address our ELL population, wehaa a consultant come in to do walk-throughs twide
feedback to individual teachers and also hold aftbool PD to address areas of improvement adness t
grade levels.

Other school level PD includes our grade level B that allows grade level teachers, academicles
and our principal to meet weekly to discuss datha@pate next step goals and assessments. Weebelie
data driven instruction will help us to continuenteet the needs of all students.

7. School Leadership

“All of our kids, are all of our kids,” that's a rtto we live by here at Elk Creek Elementary. Gaadership
team consists of our principal, counselor, academéches, and our special education teacher. d&ach
these five people wears many hats in leading duwwadand helping to create a collaborative andtpvesi
learning culture.

This team, who we call our NET Team (Nurturing &mtouraging Teachers), works together to suppbrt al
areas within our school. In the area of Respomsmiervention (RTI), each NET Team member is thié R
representative for a different grade level. Thieves each grade level to be supported by the NE3NT.

This also allows this team to meet and discussesiiutgeeds in our meetings so that we all stay iméak of
what is happening at each grade level.

We strive to support a building of leaders, asdlree many leadership opportunities availableltoviad

work at our school. Each of our Solutions Teanas(fy, Community, Attendance, Positive Culture, ELL
and RTI) has a team leader. Each leader is eatheaember of our NET Team or a teacher who has taken
a leadership role for their Solutions Team. Trszswe leaders, along with the rest of our NET Tdam
our School-wide Team. This team meets monthihsoes progress on quarterly goals that are setdiy th
teams. Each of these goals is set to supportededsof those kids who we have on our “hotlist.’t#d end
of each quarter, our whole staff attends a medtingview our quarterly data within each Solutidgiesm
and to hear what the new goal is for each tearthfofollowing quarter. We feel the work of thesarhs

has a direct impact on our student achievemengemath of all students and has helped to close the
achievement gaps.

As a school of professionals, we hold each othéigb standards of professional practice. All mersb
assume team and individual leadership respongisilitAn example of this comes from our grade level
Professional Learning Community teams. Each teaetsnveekly, supported by our coaches and principal
to discuss student work samples, instructionaltfues and share resources to meet the needsshbidénts.
Our leadership team trusts classroom teachersviyaldo what is best for students and provide stippo
when it is needed.
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION--REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Math
All Students Tested/Grade: 3

Publisher: McGraw Hill Education

Test: TCAP
Edition/Publication Year: 2013

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

1

2009-20

12008-2009

Testing month

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES*

% Proficient plus % Advanceq 88

82

82

81

66

% Advanced

67

40

37

52

30

Number of students tested

49

55

51

54

61

Percent of total students tested

100

100

100

100

0 10

Number of students tested wi
alternative assessment

H

1

% of students tested with
alternative assessment

8

2

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free and Reduced-Price
Meals/Socio-Economic/
Disadvantaged Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

86

75

72

64

35

% Advanced

64

29

32

Number of students tested

22

28

25

22

17

2. Students receiving Special
Education

% Proficient plus % Advanced

100

40

30

60

% Advanced

50

20

20

40

Number of students tested

3. English Language Learner
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

91

56

67

60

36

% Advanced

45

30

Number of students tested

11

16

12

20

14

4. Hispanic or Latino
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

88

64

76

60

32

% Advanced

53

14

30

Number of students tested

17

22

21

20

19

5. African- American
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

6. Asian Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

7. American Indian or
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Alaska Native Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

8. Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

9. White Students

% Proficient plus % Advanceq 90 93 87 94 80
% Advanced 77 60 60 65 41
Number of students tested 31 30 30 34 41

10. Two or More Races
identified Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

11. Other 1: Other 1

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

12. Other 2: Other 2

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

13. Other 3: Other 3

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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STATE CRITERION--REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Math
All Students Tested/Grade: 4

Publisher: McGraw Hill Education

Test: TCAP

Edition/Publication Year:

2013

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-2011

2009-20

12008-2009

Testing month

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES*

% Proficient plus % Advanced 85

93

74

78

53

% Advanced

33

48

30

33

16

Number of students tested

48

41

54

51

49

Percent of total students tested

100

100

100

100

0 10

Number of students tested wi
alternative assessment

H

1

% of students tested with
alternative assessment

2

2

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free and Reduced-Price
Meals/Socio-Economic/
Disadvantaged Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

91

95

56

71

38

% Advanced

32

26

22

18

Number of students tested

22

19

27

17

24

2. Students receiving Special
Education

% Proficient plus % Advanced

50

80

50

57

67

% Advanced

25

20

29

Number of students tested

3. English Language Learner
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

91

78

57

44

15

% Advanced

33

13

11

Number of students tested

11

23

13

4. Hispanic or Latino
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

93

82

56

38

37

% Advanced

24

16

15

Number of students tested

14

17

25

13

19

5. African- American
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

6. Asian Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

7. American Indian or
Alaska Native Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced |
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Number of students tested

8. Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

9. White Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced 83 100 93 92 66
% Advanced 43 64 44 38 28
Number of students tested 30 25 27 37 29

10. Two or More Races
identified Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

11. Other 1: Other 1

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

12. Other 2: Other 2

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

13. Other 3: Other 3

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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STATE CRITERION--REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading/ELA
All Students Tested/Grade: 3

Publisher: McGraw Hill Education

Test: TCAP
Edition/Publication Year:

2013

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

i

2009-20

12008-2009

Testing month

Feb

Feb

Feb

Feb

Feb

SCHOOL SCORES*

% Proficient plus % Advanceq 92

89

87

76

76

% Advanced

8

7

13

6

6

Number of students tested

49

55

52

50

62

Percent of total students tested

100

100

100

100

0 10

Number of students tested wi
alternative assessment

H

% of students tested with
alternative assessment

8

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free and Reduced-Price
Meals/Socio-Economic/
Disadvantaged Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

86

89

76

60

53

% Advanced

10

11

Number of students tested

21

28

25

21

17

2. Students receiving Special
Education

% Proficient plus % Advanced

40

40

60

% Advanced

2

0

Number of students tested

3. English Language Learner
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

82

75

67

56

43

% Advanced

Number of students tested

11

16

12

18

14

4. Hispanic or Latino
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

88

82

81

56

42

% Advanced

12

10

Number of students tested

17

22

21

18

19

5. African- American
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

6. Asian Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

7. American Indian or
Alaska Native Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced |
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Number of students tested

8. Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

9. White Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced 94 93 90 88 90
% Advanced 13 16 10
Number of students tested 31 30 21 32 42

10. Two or More Races
identified Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

11. Other 1: Other 1

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

12. Other 2: Other 2

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

13. Other 3: Other 3

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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STATE CRITERION--REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading/ELA
All Students Tested/Grade: 4

Publisher: McGraw Hill Education

Test: TCAP

Edition/Publication Year:

2013

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-2011

2009-20

12008-2009

Testing month

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES*

% Proficient plus % Advanced 81

81

65

69

55

% Advanced

2

12

4

2

6

Number of students tested

48

41

54

51

49

Percent of total students tested

100

100

100

100

0 10

Number of students tested wi
alternative assessment

H

% of students tested with
alternative assessment

2

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free and Reduced-Price
Meals/Socio-Economic/
Disadvantaged Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

73

74

52

53

33

% Advanced

Number of students tested

22

19

27

17

24

2. Students receiving Special
Education

% Proficient plus % Advanced

50

20

29

33

% Advanced

20

Number of students tested

3. English Language Learner
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

45

56

57

15

% Advanced

Number of students tested

11

23

13

4. Hispanic or Latino
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

50

71

56

31

26

% Advanced

Number of students tested

14

17

25

13

19

5. African- American
Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

6. Asian Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

7. American Indian or
Alaska Native Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced |
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Number of students tested

8. Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

9. White Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced 93 88 74 84 76
% Advanced 20 10
Number of students tested 30 25 27 37 29

10. Two or More Races
identified Students

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

11. Other 1: Other 1

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

12. Other 2: Other 2

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

13. Other 3: Other 3

% Proficient plus % Advanced

% Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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